PORT ROYAL SOUND
AND BEAUFORT COUNTY

66 ALL OF AMERICAN HISTORY ACTUALLY BEGAN
IN BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINAI"




PORT ROYAL SOUND?

BEAUFORT COUNTY’S HISTORY HAS BEEN SHAPED BY
THREE IMPORTANT GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES THAT
COME TOGETHER HERE AT PORT ROYAL SOUND.

THERE IS A

Pore Royal Sound is the deepest narural harbor in the Southeast
with depths from 26 ta S0 feer. That's hecause the Beaufort, Broad,
Colleton, and May rivers are tidil inlets not inland rivers carrying
lots of sediment.

The Spanish, French, and English valued Porr Royal's harbor
beeanse it was near the Gulf Stream and westerly wade winds, it was
deep enough for even the lurgest ships, and there was fresh water!

THERE ARE

At ancaverage of & feet, Port Royal Sound has the highest tides in the
Southeast. The sound's tidal rivers bring auwients into marshes ta
support oysters, crabs, shrimp, and many species of fish,

TFor thousands of years people used the area's rivers and crecks as watery
highways. During the 18th and 19th centuries thousands of enslaved
people brought from West Africa buile rice fields flood, deained, and
nourished by the tides,

THERE IS THE

Beaufort County’s average high and low temperatures are 75" F and 56" F.
That means there is an average growing season of 280+ days.

Agriculture and livestock have always been important to Beaufort County’s
economy: In the early 1700s, rice and indigo were the money makers.

1o the carly 1800s it was Sea lsland cortan. By the early 20th c. large

scale vegetable farming or wuck farms fourished.

DID YOU KNOW?
Santa Elena, lacated en Parris lsfand,
was the first parmanaat European

sefilement in South Caraling,

PORT ROYAL SOUND

PORT ROYAL SOUND IS PART OF AN INLAND MARITIME ECOSYSTEM. IT INCLUDES PORT ROYAL
SOUND, CALIBOGUE SOUND, AND THE LANDS AND WATERS THAT DRAIN INTO THE SOUNDS.

THE MODERN BEAUFORT COUNTY
LANDSCAPE BEGAN TO TAKE
SHAPE 18,000 YEARS AGO.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Queen Elizobeth | of England commissioned PIRATE CHARLES VANE PIRATE STEDE BONNET PIRATE EDWARD TEACH

Sir Frapcis Drake fo plunder Spanish setfemants
and shigs along the Flarida and South Caroling
enasly. Drake planned fo alteck Soma Elena on
Parris Islapd, but storms may have preveated
him from finding the harbor ankance.
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PORT ROYAL SOUND?

PORT ROYAL SOUND AND ITS CREEKS, RIVERS, AND
MARSHES ARE HOME TO ALL KINDS OF LAND AND
MARINE PLANTS AND ANIMALS.

ITS DEEP SALTY WATER MEANS EVEN SEA
TURTLES, SHARKS, AND DOLPHINS CAN
TRAVEL FROM THE OCEAN TO ITS
UPPER REACHES, THE NEW AND
THE COOSAWHATCHIE, TWO
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BEAUFORT COUNTY

THE LAND WE SUPPOSE 1S HEALTHFUL...THE AYR IS CLEAR AND SWEET, THE COUNTREY VERY
PLEASANT AND DELIGHTFUL: AND WE COULD WISH, THAT ALL THEY THAT WANT A HAPPY

HE DESCRIBED THICK FORESTS. RICH SOILS. TEAMING WATERS SETTLEMENT, OF OUR ENGLISH NATION, WERE WELL TRANSPORTED THITHER.

AND CLEAN AIR. WHEN THE ENGLISH ESTABLISHED CAROLINA,
THEY WERE CERTAIN THEY COULD PRODUCE PRODUCTS TO SELL

— WILLIAM HILTON, 1664

TO OTHER PARTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE. THEY RAISED CATTLE
AND PIGS AND CUT TREES FOR LUMBER AND SHIPBUILDING.

THEY BOUGHT DEERSKINS FROM LOCAL AMERICAN INDIANS
TO SELL TO ENGLISH LEATHER FACTORIES. BY THE EARLY 1700s

RICE AND LATER INDIGO WERE THE PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES.
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TIMBERING

Timbering has been part of the economy since the garly days of
the Caralina Colun_v. Completion of the Part Royal Railroad in
1873 made shipping trees and finished lumber much easier.

At one time there were nearly 20-sawmills along the line,
Thanks to the country's expanding railroads and Beaufort’s

deep port, local husinesses shipped lumber all over the world,

RICE PRODUCTION

Beaufort County's river swanps were the setting of a vast

rice empire from 1740 until 1863, Rice plantations along the
Combiahee River were owned by some of the richest men in
South Carolina, Thousands of enslaved West Africans were
imported into Carolina for their labor and knowledge of
growing rice. Rice was grown in parts of Africa for hundreds of
vears before it became a Carolina commadity. Commercial rice
production in South Caroling ended in 1920 and moved west
to Louisiana and Texas
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TRUCK FARMING

Truck farming biegan after the Civil Wi as railroads
expanded across the country and refriperated train cars
made it was possible to get fresh produce to-cities in the
North. Beaufort’s soil and long growing season were ideal
for growing cabbages, Irish potatoes; aspatagus, turips,
string beans, tormatoes; and lettuce, By 190005,000 acres
were under cultivation in the county. At the beginning of
the 215t century, truck crops contributed over $60 million
to the South Carolina ¢conomy.

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

For many years Beaufore County was a blend of rural
lanidscapes and rraditional neighborhoods. Tn the 19805
and 905 residential and resort development began to boom
around Beaufort and on Hilton Head. Beanfort changed
from a quiet southern town to new home for retirees and

a popular tourist destination.
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PHOSPHATE MINING

In the 18705, phosphite, an essential ingredient in fertilizer,
was discovered here in the Lowcountry. For 20 years, phosphate
mining was big business in Beavfort. Rock was mined from
lescal crecks and rivers where good deposits were shallower than
those on land, Many newly freed African Americans worked

as day laborers. Although the industry eventually moved to
Florida, South Ciaroling was the largest producer of phosphate

in the country.

OYSTERING

1n 1893 Maggoni 8 Company established the fiest oyster
factory in South Caroling on Daufuskie Island, By 1905, there
were 16 factories inthe state; The last oyster-canming plant in
the country, located right here in Beaufort, closed in 'the 1980s,
Don't worry, there are still lots of small oyster operations that
seli unshucked oysters by the bushel.

CRABBING

‘Thie blue crah industey developed in the 19305 and 1940s.
In Beaufort, Sterling Harsis is credited with creating the
first crab-picking machine. Crab factories in Port Royal,
Beanfort, and McClellanville employed hundreds of pickers
e carefully extract the 8% o 14% percent of each-erab

that is marketable mear. Like shrimp, imported crabmeat
undercut the domestic market in the 1990z,
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SALT WATER MARSH

WHEN COTTON WAS NO LONGER AS PROFITABLE, THE LAND
PRODUCED NEW OPPORTUNITIES. PHOSPHATE WAS MINED
FOR FERTILIZER. SAWMILLS SPRANG UP ALONG THE BEAUFORT
WATERFRONT. OYSTER AND CRABMEAT CANNING FACTORIES
WERE ESTABLISHED AND FARMERS DIVERSIFIED BY GROWING
A VARIETY OF VEGETABLES. AT THE END OF THE 20TH CENTURY
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT BOOMED AS NEW GENERATIONS
OF PEOPLE DISCOVERED THE BEAUTY OF BEAUFORT COUNTY.

GROWING SEA ISLAND COTTON

Sea Island corton revived the economy of Beaufort é'oum'y after
the American Revolution. Ownersiof France and Great Britain’s
booming cotton mills were eager-and willing to pay top dellar
for this long silky cotton that produced fine fabrics. Altheugh
the ﬂircc_t !'mpdrtinion of people from African had been banned
in the 1780s; the Sea Island cotton boom forced the state ta
renpen the transatlantic slave teade from 1804 1o 1808 Sea
Tsland cotton was grown in South Carolina until the boll weevil

destroyed the crop in 1920,

SHRIMPING

Commercial shrimping began in 1925, when a feet of
Florida trawlers moved to Beaufort Counry. Shrimp were
packed into barrels and shipped by train to New York.
During the 1940s fishermen began using a block and tackle
system o haul their nees out of the water. By the 1990s
imported shrimp began to reduce local market prices and

caused many shrimpers to goout of business.

SHIPPING

Port Royal Seund has one of the Anest harbors
found anywhere. When sail began to give way
toi steanm in the 19th cervury, Pore Royal was
one of three Edst Coast ports deep enough for
the world’s largest ships. Cotton, phosphate,
and timber and the rmilroad made Beaufort
pm'speroué and Pore Royal one of the busiest
ports in South Carolina.
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: 1 5] 4 The explorer Pedro Salazar surveys the Carolina coast between
S the Savannah River and Cape Fear and ealls it Land of the

King Charles 11 grants a “Carolina” Charter to ¢ight noblemen

The Yamasee Indians, angered by the actions of

1861

- 1979

The Great Fire sweeps across

e ]0,000 L= 8000 : BC M ! ] 663 and appoints them Lords Proprictors, They hire William Hilton to M 5 ] 907 Beaufort’s business district.

2 L - L [T i survey the South Carolina coast. :

. Palevindian hunters Tive bands: § o :

S logists ; i 5 i !

E _ Robert Sandford explores the South : e 1 8] 7 “The ﬁ'r%rsteambbat;.&ne 55 'E.‘hnrks:m,- arrives in Beaufort : . l 91 5 Marine Barracks to train recruits is Great Fire o£ 1607
ke o : 1 666 Carolina coast for the Lords Proprietors. o { § after a pweive-hour trip from Charleston. < s established on Parris Tsland. Visit the

5 ' Clavis Projectile Paint n k Dit. Henry Woodward stays on Parris 2 m s Parris Island Museum to learn more,

e m : Island to explore the Carolina interior, 2 m 3

: - [TT] : : - :

: c n i 53 1825 > el ] 9] 8 'The Federal government purchases all of

:.' e : : i ! . o e u & Parris Island.

i deer ; : ' : i Huniirg.
b e m 5 The fiest English sertlers make a brief stay on Lady’s Island e : . Tshand
b ] T 1 670 before establishing a permanent settlement ar Alhemarle Point h
E €L z L on the Ashley River, They move t the present-day location z 3.5 l Hunting Island becomes a state park, Today it is

b < . of Charleston in 1680, < 93 5 the most-visited state park in South Carolina and
5 ! L : is one of the few undeveloped Sea Islands in the

i - S - - L ‘ ) U 7 Loweountry. Be sure to visit.

. 1 5 00 B : ]l 00 AD ﬂ. . 1 6 84 Scottish settlers establish the settlement of Stuarts Town H
taaie He { i | A . Pl *
3 ] ' ] ; ; o : niear present day Beaufort. The town is destroyed by the I :
. v - : B . Spanish two years later. .
: M e ]ivginmm sedentary villages, m : s T l 943 Naval Air Station Beaufort is established.
. The haow a inve : 2 N : Tt is recommissioned as Marine Corps Air P
: 5 i Station Beaufort in 1960, #
. Ll 5 e 5
E:..- i 11 00 A D . l 69 0 : o o po’litlcaln‘t ot - o I 946 Thie base at ?argiklmgl i.s.‘dt;s;gnamd Marine
® : E Bl ith : Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Tsland.
o5 : 3 ; sin tonat 4 ;
. - skl Rice is successfully caltivated along the Ashley . diniee in honor of Corngressinds y
e 1335 AD s 5 River, It becomes an import Beaufort County . Rol Rﬁcﬂ - :

i ; D 1% : comitiodity i the 17305, ; LR :. - ]956 Churles E. Fraser begins developing Sea Pines

e ¢ 5 > ; Plantation on Hilton Head Island.

: : i 8 Pirris Tsfand recruits

51550 AD ; = 1852 :

: E : . thi i : E e l 964 Beaufort schools are integrated.

E ' ‘ l 970 Beaufortonian Joseph William Frazier,
! S 1 8 6 0 : 2 : = nicknamed Smokin Joe Frazier, begins a three-
: : South Carolina secedes from the Union, ! year reign 4s heavyweight champion of the
= 4 2 world.
= Charles E. Fraser

Beautort opens Waterfront Park,

(iants because of the stature of the local Indians. fiu : CTNENES, 3 Bedafortiand the Sea Tabinds 516 cxpiised b 115 forees !

in the Battle of Port Royal. The headquarters for the LS, :

3 Army, Department of the South is located on Hilton Head 5
:- s 1 521 The explorers Francisco Gordillo and Island, Beaufort’s homes are taken over by the military, s
E Pedio de Quexos set out for the : Some are converted into Union hospitals. : :
: Land of the Giants in search of Indian slaves. : : :

:. oy 1 2 An expedition searching for 4 place to settle :‘ S ] 8 2 The Port Royal Experiment begins, 3

5 5 5 discovers a headland they call La Punta de Santa i 6 Mitchellville, a town for freed slaves, :

Elena.The name begins to appear on maps. Vil War : is established on Hilton Head Island, il
French Captain Jean Ribaut and his > e

expedition ercct Charlesfort on Parris
Tsland and rename the harbor Port Royal.
The settlement is unsuccessful,

The American colonies declare their
independence from Great Britain:

z
0
<
=4
o
=d
=9
X
LES
o0
n
Z
&
v

1865

The Thirteenth Amendment to the US,
Constitution abolishing slavery is ratified.
A school established in 1862 for freed

African Americans is renamed Penn School.

;"._ " 201 ] The Friends of the Rivers evolves into the
il F 4% 1 ﬁdﬁpj‘éﬁ}_‘ POEE“‘R‘(_I}{#!]'SQUN’I Fr}iilid_a’iidfi._,
American Patriots under William Moultrie defeat
British forces outside Beaufort at the Barde of
Port Royal. The town is ultimately captured.

E_ o 1 66 ‘The Spanish establish Santa Elena on Parris Island. It is
5 abandoned 21 years later. Visit the Charlesfore-Santa Elena

National Histeric Landmark to learn more,

The Treaty of Paris ends the
American Revolution.

1.5 Naval Station, Port Royal opens on Parris Island.
Tt will becomie LLS. Marine Corps Recruit Depot.

Ieis designated a Hisorical Park in 2019,

E ] 893 A massive hurricane strikes the Lowcountry killing
st aver 2,500 people.

Revolutionary
Wi Soldier

. 1 8 99 Fort Fremont is built to protect the Port Royal dry
SLERE dock and coaling station, which are critical to the
Atlantic Fleet during the Spanish American War.

Be sure to visit Fort Fremont to leamn more,
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